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COUNCIL EXPELS JOHNSON 


Breaking of controversial harassment 
deal could end his political career 


Phillip M. Bailey 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Democrat Dan Johnson was kicked 
off the Metro Council on Friday evening 
for breaking a controversial sexual ha- 
rassment deal, possibly bringing his 25- 
year political career to an end. 


Democrats Barbara Shanklin, Barba- 
ra Sexton Smith and Rick Blackwell, 
who made up a panel that monitored his 
compliance with the agreement, all vot- 
ed to expel Johnson, Louisville’s long- 
est-serving elected official. 

But the move may not put an end to 
the saga, which began in June when 
Courier Journal was first to report that 


ip ESN Johnson was accused by 

feg Councilwoman Jessica 

ia Green of groping her butt 
ad jm during a group photo. 

A That’s because John- 

Eg son and his attorney have 

Dan said for weeks that they 

Johnson would appeal the panel’s 


decision in Jefferson Cir- 

cuit Court despite signing an agreement 

that said he would forgo such a maneu- 
ver. 

Johnson, D-21st District, declined to 

comment for this story Friday evening 


when reached via Twitter. 

Besides the Green incident, Johnson 
was accused of exposing his butt to a 
legislative aide and sexually harassing 
an employee with Greater Louisville 
Inc., the city’s chamber of commerce, 
who reportedly had to hide in a restroom 
to avoid his advances. 

During the one-day removal trial ear- 
lier this month, Johnson admitted 
wrongdoing to keep his council seat. 
The Metro Council Court, dominated by 


See JOHNSON, Page 8A 


Quintez Brown, 17, speaks during a community town hall meeting Thursday at the Glassworks building to discuss the controversy surrounding Manual High 
School principal Jerry Mayes. Brown is president of the Black Student Union at Manual which has called for Mayes’ removal. SAM UPSHAW JR./CJ 


Principal’s racial remarks stir debate 


Mandy McLaren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Members of the duPont Manual High School community ex- 
pressed mixed opinions about the conduct and character of Prin- 
cipal Gerald “Jerry” Mayes at a public meeting Thursday night, re- 
vealing the complicated nature of the debate surrounding his fit- 
ness to continue leading the high-performing school. 

For some of the students, parents and community members 
present, it was an opportunity to share more about who Mayes is 
outside his administrative role. 


@ usa TODAY 


Pastor turns ministry into disaster relief group for 
devastated Puerto Rico, 1B 


MORE ONLINE 


Check out previous Man- 
ual coverage and find 
additional information at 
courierjournal.com 


U of L refunds more than $400K in tickets 


Basketball season ticket holders sought refunds 
after Rick Pitino, Tom Jurich firings, 1C 


Dalen Horton, a senior at Manual, said he has known Mayes for 
years as a caring and supportive family friend. He asked his peers 
to give Mayes a chance to redeem himself. 

“It’s not right to judge a man by one action and one mistake,” 
said Horton, 17. “He wants to change.” 

Calls for Mayes’ removal come amid a controversy surrounding 
comments he made in a conversation with two African-American 
students last month. During that conversation, Mayes questioned 
some students’ intentions for doing anthem protests and equated 
the discrimination that he has experienced as a white male Protes- 
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High 65° X Low 36° 
Rain, wind. Forecast, 2A 
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